Does God Need An Introduction?
Acts 17

Lesson 27 in a Series about the 1°' Century Church

People need the Lord! Most don’t even know Him! Is it possible that God needs an introduction to the people in
Escanaba? Yes! The key to our approach is to understand there are many gods competing for the attention of
people today. Most people are taught that there are many choices in what you believe. Very few really know
God or they would already know He is the One and only.

Let's look at Acts 17 with an eye for evaluating the people and their knowledge of God in each of the places
Paul shares the message as he journeys in Macedonia (modern day Greece).

In Thessalonica
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Paul went to the synagogue first. The Jews and God-fearing Greeks (Gentiles) would be there. Do they need
an introduction to God? Their regular attendance at the synagogue and public reading of the Scriptures would
have made them more aware of God than the average person of that day. They may have needed to be
reminded of the prophecies and be informed of their fulfillment in Christ. For the most part, this was probably
the best place to start.

The next section of the passage in Acts reveals that the outcome of his sharing the Gospel with the synagogue
Jews had a dark, negative twist. Although Paul shared Good News, the response was jealousy and lies. They
even started a riot! Many of the Jews in that town needed to become reacquainted with God’s eternal plan.

There was a bright side! When they were unable to find Paul and his helpers, they were able to find some who
had become believers. The riotous Jews had them arrested and falsely accused them.
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Luke tells us that the Bereans were more noble...I take this to mean the revealed Word of God was very
important to them. They knew God and wanted to obey Him. That's great!



In Athens
6%
6 i
# ¢ 1 .
i . - - "
& 7 48 1 d
1 i -9 o -93 - 9;
g i 9 i
n < _ n
# 95 -
- 9 1 i
& n - n
2

In pre-classical times (before the 5th century BC), the Areopagus was the council of elders of the city, like the Roman
Senate. Like the Senate, its membership derived from those who had held high public office, in this case that of Archon.
In 462 BC, Ephialtes put through reforms which deprived the Areopagus of almost all its functions except that of a murder
tribunal. At the foot of the Areopagus was a temple dedicated to the Erinyes where murderers used to find shelter so as

not to face the consequences of their actions. Near the Areopagus was also constructed the basilica of Dionysius
Areopagites. '

Eng. archon or arkhon - Lit. “one who is in authority.” Used in three senses: loosely, to refer to any Athenian public
official; more strictly (usually a collective plural) to describe the “nine arkhons”; specifically, as the title of the senior of
the nine arkhonships. These were still the titular chief magistrates of Athens, but their real authority had been severely
restricted ever since they began to be appointed by lot, apparently in the 480s. They retained however an honorific

position, particularly in the administration of justice: or instance, former arkhons became members of the Areiopagos for
life;
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Paul needed to introduce God to the Athenians, not because they did not acknowledge a higher power, but
because they worshipped God in the form of gods. “For as | walked around and looked carefully at your
objects of worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.”

The fact that they did not know God does not give them an excuse for sin. Ignorance is no excuse. They do
have opportunity to know God by the things He has created (Romans 1). However, God wanted to be made
known through His Son by the preaching of Paul, and this resulted in the response of many.

In the Upper Peninsula

Is the UP any different? People living as our neighbors do not know God as He has revealed Himself through
His Son. How many times have you heard someone verbalize their belief that if they live a good life and are
kind to others, they’re on their way home to heaven? The god of this world has become very well known
because He has introduced the belief that you can decide for yourself what you believe.

In your own families, there may be those who do not understand the resurrection of Jesus. How can they know
about forgiveness through Christ without that understanding? | believe we need to introduce God to our family
and friends. What makes it even more difficult is their feeling that they already know Him. The Athenians did
not know Him, but at least they recognized the need to worship an UNKNOWN GOD.

How do we introduce our family and friends to the God who created everything? Through His revealed Word.
Allow His Word to change you so that by your life you begin introducing Him to everyone with whom you come
in contact. Then, with boldness, introduce God as the one true God, not just one of many choices.

Presented by Dave Grant in Escanaba: Sunday, August 3, 2008

! http://www.sacred-destinations.com/greece/athens-areopagus-mars-hill.htm
2 http://www.stoa.org/projects/demos/article_law_glossary?section=arkhon&greekEncoding=UnicodeC



