
Does God Need An Introduction? 

Acts 17 
 

Lesson 27 in a Series about the 1st Century Church 
 

People need the Lord! Most don’t even know Him! Is it possible that God needs an introduction to the people in 
Escanaba? Yes! The key to our approach is to understand there are many gods competing for the attention of 
people today. Most people are taught that there are many choices in what you believe. Very few really know 
God or they would already know He is the One and only. 
 
Let’s look at Acts 17 with an eye for evaluating the people and their knowledge of God in each of the places 
Paul shares the message as he journeys in Macedonia (modern day Greece). 

 

In Thessalonica 
 

Acts 17:1-4 
 

1 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went 
into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the 
dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews 
were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks 
and not a few prominent women.  

 

Paul went to the synagogue first. The Jews and God-fearing Greeks (Gentiles) would be there. Do they need 
an introduction to God? Their regular attendance at the synagogue and public reading of the Scriptures would 
have made them more aware of God than the average person of that day. They may have needed to be 
reminded of the prophecies and be informed of their fulfillment in Christ. For the most part, this was probably 
the best place to start. 
 
The next section of the passage in Acts reveals that the outcome of his sharing the Gospel with the synagogue 
Jews had a dark, negative twist. Although Paul shared Good News, the response was jealousy and lies. They 
even started a riot! Many of the Jews in that town needed to become reacquainted with God’s eternal plan. 
 
There was a bright side! When they were unable to find Paul and his helpers, they were able to find some who 
had become believers. The riotous Jews had them arrested and falsely accused them.  
 

In Berea 
 

Acts 17:10-15 
 

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. (50 miles 
from Thessalonica= 1 ½ - 2 days walking) On arriving there, they went to the Jewish 
synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, 
for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every 
day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a 
number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.  
 

13 When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at 
Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The brothers 
immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 The men 
who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and 
Timothy to join him as soon as possible.  

 

Luke tells us that the Bereans were more noble…I take this to mean the revealed Word of God was very 
important to them. They knew God and wanted to obey Him. That’s great! 
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In Athens 
 

Acts 17:16-34 
 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the 
city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-
fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to 
be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. 
Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems 
to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good 
news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a 
meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our 
ears, and we want to know what they mean." 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners 
who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the 
latest ideas.)  

 

In pre-classical times (before the 5th century BC), the Areopagus was the council of elders of the city, like the Roman 

Senate. Like the Senate, its membership derived from those who had held high public office, in this case that of Archon. 

In 462 BC, Ephialtes put through reforms which deprived the Areopagus of almost all its functions except that of a murder 

tribunal. At the foot of the Areopagus was a temple dedicated to the Erinyes where murderers used to find shelter so as 

not to face the consequences of their actions. Near the Areopagus was also constructed the basilica of Dionysius 

Areopagites. 
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Eng. archon or arkhon · Lit. “one who is in authority.” Used in three senses: loosely, to refer to any Athenian public 

official; more strictly (usually a collective plural) to describe the “nine arkhons”; specifically, as the title of the senior of 

the nine arkhonships. These were still the titular chief magistrates of Athens, but their real authority had been severely 

restricted ever since they began to be appointed by lot, apparently in the 480s. They retained however an honorific 

position, particularly in the administration of justice: or instance, former arkhons became members of the Areiopagos for 

life; 
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22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see 
that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully 
at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.  
 

24 "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, 
as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and 
everything else. 26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live. 27 God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach 
out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in him we live 
and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his 
offspring.'  
 

29 "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man's design and skill. 30 In the past 
God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he 
has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."  
 

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but 
others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject." 33 At that, Paul left the 
Council. 34 A few men became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was 
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of 
others. 
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Paul needed to introduce God to the Athenians, not because they did not acknowledge a higher power, but 
because they worshipped God in the form of gods. “For as I walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.” 
 
The fact that they did not know God does not give them an excuse for sin. Ignorance is no excuse. They do 
have opportunity to know God by the things He has created (Romans 1). However, God wanted to be made 
known through His Son by the preaching of Paul, and this resulted in the response of many. 
 

In the Upper Peninsula 
 
Is the UP any different? People living as our neighbors do not know God as He has revealed Himself through 
His Son. How many times have you heard someone verbalize their belief that if they live a good life and are 
kind to others, they’re on their way home to heaven? The god of this world has become very well known 
because He has introduced the belief that you can decide for yourself what you believe.  
 
In your own families, there may be those who do not understand the resurrection of Jesus. How can they know 
about forgiveness through Christ without that understanding? I believe we need to introduce God to our family 
and friends. What makes it even more difficult is their feeling that they already know Him. The Athenians did 
not know Him, but at least they recognized the need to worship an UNKNOWN GOD.  
 
How do we introduce our family and friends to the God who created everything? Through His revealed Word. 
Allow His Word to change you so that by your life you begin introducing Him to everyone with whom you come 
in contact. Then, with boldness, introduce God as the one true God, not just one of many choices. 
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1 http://www.sacred-destinations.com/greece/athens-areopagus-mars-hill.htm 
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